
Hi there!   

We are almost done with our first term here at JFK, and our students have been hard at work.  I would 
encourage all parents to use Home Access Center (HAC) to check on your child’s progress.  The login IDs 
are issued to all students from grades 3 – 12, and do not change once issued.  If you need your child’s ID, 
please give your house office a call.    We can provide your login credentials over the phone after verifying 
some information.  The first term ended on Friday, November 7, and report cards will go home on Friday, 
November 14.  If you child makes honor roll, which I hope they do, they’ll earn one of the coveted JFK 
bumper stickers.  Too cool! 
 
We will be hosting parent-teacher conferences on Wednesday, November 12 from 6:30-9:00 PM and on 
Thursday, November 13 from 4:00-6:30 PM.  You can make appointments with those teachers you wish to 
see at jfkenfield.schoolappointments.com.  Directions are enclosed with this newsletter.  If you do not have 
on-line access please give your house office secretary a call and they will set you up.  All you need is your 
child’s teachers’ names.  We look forward to seeing you on one of the parent conference nights.   
 
Lots of great events coming up – Turkey Trot, Canned Food Drive, etc.  I would encourage your child to 
take part.  If you have any questions, just give us a call or an email and we are happy to help.  Stay well and 
stay warm!! 

- Sarah E. Collins,  Principal 
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Important Dates: 

◦ November 4 - Election Day - No School 

◦ November 6 - PTO Meeting 

◦ November 11 - Veteran’s Day - No School 

◦ November 12 and November 14 - Early Release - 12:55 p.m. 

◦ Parent/Teacher Conferences  

◦ November 12, 6:30 - 9:00 

◦ November 13, 4:30 - 6:30  

◦ November 14 - Report Cards (students will be bringing home from school) 

◦ November 26 - Thanksgiving Break - Early Release - 12:55 p.m. 

◦ November 27 and November 28 - Thanksgiving Break - No School 

John F. Kennedy Middle School 
155 Raffia Road 

Enfield, CT  06082 
 

Phone:  (860) 763-8855 
Fax:  (860) 763-8888 

Megan Adams 
Kyle Bak 
Shelby Bedard 
Riley Bridge 
Eric Cabezudo 
Owen Carroll 
Karina Castelan 
Rachel Davis 
Angelina Delgado 
Shane Donaghy 
John Dubiel 
Mohammad Ejaz 
Cayden Evans 
Carlie Flanagan 
Kelsey Frenette 

Olivia Girona 
Kaylee Hart 
Mia Jensen 
Ben Lagac 
Travis Mariani 
Brendan Medeiros 
Tyler Nadeau 
Morgan Piotte 
Morgan Roberto 
Joshua Roberts 
Rosie Silva 
Rebecca Smith 
Quinden Starks 
Sebastyen Surdel 
Samantha Thibodeau 

September Patriot Pride Awards... 
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October is here and the change 
in the weather brings the flu, 
colds, and other illnesses.  Here 
at JFK we encourage good hand washing and all teachers 
remind students about sneezing, tissue disposal, etc.  Flu 
shots are very important in the prevention of serious ill-
ness and we encourage you to get a flu shot for your 
child and yourself.   
 
During the month of October, the nurses will be check-
ing students for scoliosis during PE classes.  Letters will 
be sent home if or child has a known diagnosis or if the 
nurse observes any signs of concern. 
 
During the month of November, all 6th grade students 
will be screened for vision and hearing.  Letters will be 
sent home if the students have vision greater than 25/25 
or any hearing loss noted. 
 
If your child sustains a concussion or any physical injury, 
please be sure to send in the doctor’s or ER’s note so the 
nurses can be sure your student is safe at JFK. 
 

- Mary Lou Romano, R.N., and Diane Stack, R.N. 

From the Nurses... During the first two months of school, the Guidance Depart-
ment has been introducing themselves to new students and 
meeting with all grade 6, 7, and 8 students.  We have had 6th 
and 7th grade curriculum nights and had the privilege of meet-
ing many of our students’ parents.  Counselors are in the midst 
of presenting lessons on Goal Setting, GPA, and Decision 
Making to promote student success.  We will continue to pre-
sent activities and have discussions with students on various 
topics throughout the year focusing on school climate and 
character building.   

 
At this point in time, you should have already received your 
child’s first Progress Report issued on Friday, October 3rd.  
All counselors will meet with students if they are having diffi-
culty transitioning to JFK and, if they have had grades below 
passing, to set up a plan for improvement.   Report Cards will 
be issued on Friday, November 14th.  Please make sure you 
have the opportunity to look over your child’s report card and 
have a conversation with them about their progress.  Parent 
Teacher Conferences will be November 12th in the evening 
and November 13th in the afternoon.  Counselors will also be 
available during conferences to meet with any parents that sign 
up.  If you would like to schedule an appointment to meet with 
one of us, please do so and make a note of the day and times 
we are available.  If you need to meet with teachers prior to 
that, please contact your child’s guidance counselor and set up 
a team meeting.  Team meeting time is an opportunity for par-
ents and teachers to collaborate concerning student needs and 
develop a plan for success.   

 
Other important dates to remember… Howell Cheney Tech 
High School will be visiting JFK on October 14th and Suffield 
Regional Agriscience Center on October 23rd for any 8th 
grade student interested in learning more information about 
these various high school options available.  Also, the 8th grade 
students will be taking their first field trip on November 18th 
to the Mass Mutual Center in Springfield.  This will be a great 
opportunity for 8th graders to begin thinking about career 
planning and goal setting.  Students will hear from speaker Hill 
Harper and have visits from the NBA Boston Celtic players. 

 
At JFK after school time is not just homework.  We have tons 
of sports, clubs and activities available for all students.  Clubs 
are listed in the main hallway at JFK and on the school website.  
Joining after school activities helps each child feel connected to 
their school environment.  Students who feel more connected 
do better in school. 

 
This year at JFK we will be continuing our Student Advisory 
component of our Student Success Plan every three weeks.  All 
students and staff will participate in a variety of activities that 
help bring students and staff closer together.  We will give you 
updates throughout the year about the program.  Please call us 
throughout the year if we can support your child or you in any 
way. 

- JFK Guidance Department  

Guidance Department News 

The JFK School Based Community Health Center, Inc. 
is excited to continue providing therapeutic services 
during school. Services provided are individual, family 
and group therapy programs to treat a plethora of 
mental/behavioral health issues, i.e. divorce, family 
dynamic issues/changes, depression, anxiety, self harm, 
social difficulties, oppositional behavior, anger manage-
ment etc. There is also access to psychiatric medica-
tions/evaluations through our Enfield Health Center 
location.  If you would like more information please 
contact Elizabeth Cestero, LCSW at JFK Middle 
School, 860-253-5447, or cestere@chc1.com, or your 
child’s guidance counselor.  
 

“Healthcare is a right and not a privilege.” 

mailto:cestere@chc1.com


Parking Lot Safety Procedures... 

The school parking lot and its traffic patterns, can be a 
distracting and very dangerous location for our students.   

1. Students should be dropped off and picked up in the 
proper pick-up/drop off zone. 

2. Please be very cautious when dropping off or picking 
up students.   

3. Please follow the arrows in the parking lot and pro-
ceed with caution.   

4. Cars should be entering the JFK campus and follow 
the “one way” traffic signs.  

5. No cars should ever go around the busses.  

6. Students should be dropped off no earlier than 
7:20 AM. 

Any vehicles that are not following safe driving practices 
will be reported to the police department.    
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The state of Connecticut has changed the way that schools report attendance to them.  Before 2008, a student was 
reported as absent, present or tardy.  Attendance is now reported by the number of minutes a student is in school.  
What this means to you is that now, a student needs to be in school for at least half the day (189 minutes for JFK) 
to be credited as present. 

For example, if a student were to come to school 10 minutes late, the student would be marked tardy only.  If a 
student were to come in at 12:00, that student would miss more than half the day and the tardy would convert to 
an absence for that day. 

Dismissals count toward this as well.  If a student arrived on time, but was dismissed at 9:00 and did not return, 
that student would miss more than half the day and the dismissal would convert to an absence for the day. 

We are now reporting attendance on the report card as per the state regulations.  The majority of JFK students will 
not be affected by this policy.  The small percentages that will be affected are students who come in very late in the 
day, dismissed very early in the day, or a combination of both. 

A Reminder to Parents/Guardians... 

Calling JFK... 

We have been experiencing a large number of phone calls di-
rected to the Principal’s Office or the Main Office which we 
must then transfer to other offices or the teacher’s voice mail.  
To alleviate this, we are asking that you call the main number, 
860-763-8855, and follow the prompts to report your child’s 
absence, reach the Nurses’ Office, Guidance Office, etc., or to 
leave a message for a teacher.  You may also dial your child’s 
House Office directly for other concerns: 
 

If your student’s homeroom is in the: 

Red House, or 31, 34, 36, 37, or 38 in Black Wing, call...860-763-8863 

White House, or 35 or 40 in Black Wing, call………….860-763-8867 

Blue House, call……………………………………….860-763-8865 
 

This procedure will save time for both parents and the JFK 
staff.  Thank you for your cooperation. 



Physical Education 

The Physical Education classes will be 
conducting the annual state-mandated CT 
Physical Fitness Assessment during the 
months of October and November.  We 
would like to remind students to get plenty 
of rest and remember to eat something in 
the mornings on test days.  The Tchouk-
ball Club will also run through the month 
of October.  Come out and join us on 
Mondays and Wednesdays and get your 
Tchoukball on!! 
 

From the 6th Grade Computer Lab... 

In the Computer Lab, the sixth grade students are putting 
the finishing touches on programming their Flappy Bird 
video game.  We are using the Scratch program to create 
this game.  While building this game, the students have 
been learning key programming concepts such as loops, if-
then statements and Boolean and integer variables.  

Scratch is a free program developed by M.I.T.  The web 
address is scratch.mit.edu.  Students can access the Scratch 
website and create programs on-line. You can also down-
load a stand alone or off-line version onto your home 
computer.  Scratch is available for Macintosh, Windows or 
Linux operating systems.  Details are available at 
scratch.mit.edu/scratch2download/. 

 - Barry Scott 
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Well, we are surely busy here in the library workroom!  The 
sixth grade TAG students will be embarking on the 
SeaPerch competition.  Thanks to the Enfield Foundation 
for Excellence in Education, we were able to purchase five 
of the ROV kits for this cool contest! The best part is 
that JFK Middle School is holding a SeaPerch scrimmage 
on November 21st, the first-ever SeaPerch scrimmage in 
Connecticut! 

The 7th and 8th grade TAG students are working on their 
History Day projects.  This year's theme is leadership and 
legacy, and we have some really great topics including 
Charles Darwin, Queen Elizabeth I, Major Robert Rogers, 
Walt Disney, Steve Jobs, President Franklin Roosevelt, and 
more!  Students will need to describe their individual's in-
fluence as a leader and then their enduring legacy!  Our 
district competition will be held in March at Manchester 
High School. 

TAG Outreach will be working on a community-related 
project this year that the students will have to decide and 
organize!  New this year is the R.E.A.D. Program (Reading 
Enrichment Advanced Development).  Students pick their 
genre and then read books that are challenging in terms of 
reading level. After, they will have to figure out an assign-
ment to present to their reading classes. 

- Brian Zawodniak 

News from the 
Talented and Gifted Program... 

Save The Date! 
 

8th Annual Turkey Trot 
1 Mile Run/Walk 

Monday, November 24th 
 

Turkey Trot... 



 

John F. 
Kennedy 
Middle 
School 

Enfield, CT 
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JFK Fall Bookfair 

JFK Middle School Website 

You can find all school publications, such as 
our In The Middle newsletter, on our school 
website.  Letters to parents, important dates, 
programming initiatives, PTO news, and staff 
contact information are among the links that 
are visited quite regularly by JFK families. 

www.enfieldschools.org 

Each year the Reading De-
partment and the Library 
sponsor a Bookfair.  This 
year’s fair is being held in 
November for four days.  
Each student will be coming 
to the fair during one of 
their classes.  Teachers will 
let the students know when 
they are scheduled. 
 

The fair will also be open 
during conferences on Wednesday, November 12th from 
6:30 to 9:00 p.m., and Thursday, November 13th from 4:00 
to 6:30 p.m. 
 

Should you have any questions, please call Mrs. Kowalenko 
at 860-763-8885 or Mrs. Snow at 860-736-8881. 

The yearbook is now on sale.  The cost is $25.00 per 
book with an additional $4.00 if you want your child’s 
name embossed on the cover.  Books can be ordered by 
mail or online.  If you want to order by mail, have your 
student stop in his or her house office or in the library to 
pick up an order form.  To order online, go to 
ybpay.lifetouch.com and enter yearbook code 11394215, 
search for your child’s name and place your order.  If you 
have any questions, please call Mrs. Kowalenko at 860-
763-8885. 

Home Access Center 

HAC provides a portal to look at your child’s assignments 
and grades from any computer.  If you currently have chil-
dren in the Enfield Public Schools, and have used HAC 
previously, your login and password will remain the same.  
If you have any questions – have forgotten your password, 
not sure of your login, etc. – please call your child’s house 
office secretary, who will be able to help.   

Last year, parents reported back that HAC was very useful 
in staying involved with their child’s JFK experience.  We 
hope you will feel the same way! 
 

Go to the JFK Middle School Website and click on  

Home Access Center 

 

The JFK Library is in need of some volunteers.  If you 
have an hour or two a week that you can give us we can 
use you.  No prior experience is necessary; we will train.  
If you have any questions, please call the Library at 860-
763-8885. 

LibraryVolunteers 

Picture Retake Day - October 27 The Facts from FACS… 
 

It’s that time again, when the smell of freshly baked muffins, 
homemade soup, or hot-off-the-griddle pancakes fills our 
hallways here at JFK.  What’s going on?  Students in Family 
and Consumer Sciences classes are busy in the foods labs, of 
course!  The emphasis in 7th grade foods is on making a vari-
ety of breakfast dishes while working in cooperative lab 
groups.  Eighth grade student lab groups focus more on 
snacks and main dish items.  To prepare for their lab experi-
ences, students first learn about safety and cleanliness, using 
kitchen equipment and measuring tools, reading a recipe and 
working as a team.  Following a recipe involves reading the 
information accurately and using applied math to calculate 
and measure ingredients.  Therefore, extra emphasis is 
placed on both skills.  On lab days, students put it all togeth-
er with wonderful results.  We strongly encourage our stu-
dents to share their recipes with their families.  It’s a great 
way for children and parents to spend time together. 
 

- Kyllie Freeman, Janet Parks, MaryAnn Tangari 
FACS Department Teachers 

Yearbook Sales 

Any student who did not have their picture taken at the 
beginning of the year should do so on October 27th.  If 
you need to have a picture redone, be sure that your stu-
dent brings in the entire old packet of pictures when he 
or she comes to have his or her picture retaken.   
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John F. Kennedy Middle School Athletics 
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Olivia Mas 
Kathy Platt 

Morgan Roberto 
Zane Beauchamp 

Matt Bourque 
Dan Brennan 
Ben Carriere 

Vinny Delano 
Craig Engelman 
 

 

Aaron Longo 
Eric Maloney 

Adam Midyette 
Ethan O’Farrell 

Antonios Patetsos 
John Perry 
Ted Sweeney 

Trent Tozian 
Nick Woods 
 

- Coach Zawodniak 

Cross Country Members... 

Girls Soccer... 

Boys Soccer... 

Jadon Archer 
Trevor Brooks 
Tim Carlton 
Tom Charubin 
Andrew Cherry 
Andrew Comette 
Muhammad Elsabba1 
Darren Goulet 
Dylan Hurlburt 
 

Sean Lovering 
Justin Melendez 
Saeed Obeidallah 
Matt O’Connell 
Sean O’Connor 
Joshua Roberts 
Xavier Samuels 
David Stefaniak 
Adam Thibodeau 
 

- Coach Nuccio 

Umani Davis, Manager 

Nicole Prosinski 
Grace Bauman 
Emma Ketchale 
Katie Marullo 
Emily Marullo 
Bella Laramee 
Khaira Colin 
Stephanie Heck 
Katelyn Suggs 
Sophie Veilleux 
Lilly Waters 
Sara Kennerson 
Sarah Haluch 
Maddie Daly 
Holly Jutras 

 

Ava Ruggiero 
Jessica Marcotte 
Casey Roberto 
Morgan Ludwick 
 

- Coach Wright 

Girls’ Field Hockey... 

8th Graders 

Samantha Ferrato 

Kaitlyn Bourque 
Tori Geaglone 

Alexis Baker 
Ally Vega 
Victoria Grigaitis 

Olivia Mannette 
Libby Vandal  

Anna Labak 
Jamie Galovich 
 

 

7th Graders 

Mia Jensen 

Katie Zbikowski 
Grace Taylor 

Samantha Cole 
Rachael Tweedlie 
Jayonna Montigny 
 

6th Graders 

Bethany Muzzulin 
Tessie Brooks 
 

 - Coach Nadeau 

The JFK Field Hockey Team 
is off to a great start this sea-
son.  Their record is 5-1 with 
half their season left!  Please 
come out to watch the girls 
defend their Patriot Pride on 
the field!  Games start at 3:45.   
The Field Hockey Team 
members are listed below: 



The JFK PTO has been hard at work for 
the past two months to ensure another exciting and 
eventful school year.  The executive board consists of 
several dedicated and enthusiastic individuals looking to 
work collaboratively with teachers, administrators and 
parents on making this school year a success.  We wel-
come all incoming and returning parents to our monthly 
PTO meetings the first Thursday of every month from 
7:00 to 8:00 in the JFK library.  We are always looking for 
new ideas and seeking out volunteers to help with fund-
raisers, activities, and school based programs.  If you can-
not attend the monthly meetings but would like to re-
ceive the monthly meeting notes, please request to be put 
on our email list at JFKmiddleschool.PTO@gmail.com.  
Also, send us a friend request on Facebook to get an-
swers to many frequently asked questions and up-to-date 
information on fundraisers, events and meetings.  You 
can find us at JFK Middle School PTO.   

Family Day on the Town Green was quite successful for 
our JFK sponsored ice cream booth.  We sold out of ice 
cream and earned approximately $200 from the sale.  
Thank you to the student volunteers from the Rachel’s 
Challenge Club, Mr. Clark, and parent volunteers that 
helped make this day successful.  An additional thank you 
to the Enfield Soccer Club for allowing us to use their ice 
cream cooler for the event.   

We are currently in the process of wrapping up our fall 
fundraiser.  We are seeking volunteers to help sort and 
distribute fundraiser orders on Thursday, November 13th.  
We will need volunteers in the morning to sort, and in 
the early evening to distribute at evening conferences 
from 4:00-6:30.  Please let us know if you are available to 
help out.   

We have also been in contact with several companies 
about the opportunity to offer Spirit Wear to our stu-
dents and families.  Stay tuned for more information to 
come about ordering JFK sweatshirts, t-shirts and other 
spirit gear!   

Our next monthly PTO meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, November 6th at 7:00 in the school library.  Please 
join us and enter your name into our monthly raffle 
drawing!  Happy School Year everyone! 

-JFK PTO Board 

John F. Kennedy 

Middle School 

155 Raffia Road 

Enfield, Connecticut 
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Student Council 

Student Council held their first meeting in September; 
over thirty students joined the club!  Elections were 
recently held for the 8th grade office.  Students inter-
ested in running for Student Council President were 
required to write a short speech and deliver it to the 
entire club.  Students were chosen by their peers.  
Please welcome our 2014/2015 class officers: 

           President:  Jacqueline Daigneau 

           Co-Vice President:  Katherine Platt 

           Co-Vice President:  Libby Vandal 
 
Our first dances will be:  

 November 7 from 2:30-5:00 for 6th grade 

 February 6 from 2:30-5:00 for 7th and 8th grade 
 
Student Council will be bringing new activities to JFK 
this year and we are looking forward to an exciting 
school year!  Student Council will hold meetings on 
the first Monday of every month, in 21 Blue.  New 
members are always welcome! 

 
- Miss Skrabely, Miss Pascoe and Miss Scordato  

Student Council Advisors 

Please join us at one or more of our musical presen-
tations for an enjoyable evening out.  Your children 
will appreciate your support and recognition of all 
their hard work!  All concerts begin at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 Wed., Dec. 10  Grade 7 Band & Orchestra 

 Wed., Dec.17 Grade 8 Band & Orchestra 

 Tues., Jan. 13 Grade 7 & 8 Chorus 

 Thurs., Feb. 5 Grade 6 Band & Orchestra

PTO News... 
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JFK Middle School Concerts 

mailto:JFKmiddleschool.PTO@gmail.com











